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THE  81ST  CONGRESS  PREPARES  TO  CONCLUDE 

Washington  Letter  No,  79  is  a  summary  of  the  first  and  second  sessions  of  the  81st  Congress  - 
Trtiat  it  has  accomplished  and  failed  to  accomplish  in  those  areas  of  legislation  for  Yihlch 
the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  has  expressed  a  concern  in  its  Statement  on 
Legislative  Policy, 

This  summary  is  written  shortly  before  Congress  has  completed  all  its  work.  It  is  possible 
that  a  few  final  conference  reports  and  compromises  will  mean  a  change  or  two,  but  it  does 
not  seem  likely  that  such  changes  will  be  major  ones.  It  is  also  possible  that  some  measure 
passed  by  only  one  House  at  the  time  of  this  writing  may  by  passed  by  the  other  House  before 
Congress  either  leaves  finally  or  recesses  subject  to  call. 

In  order  that  each  new  Congress  may  have  a  clean  slate  on  idiich  to  start,  all  legislation  not 
completed  dies  at  the  end  of  the  second  session  of  the  Congress.  Thus,  all  the  81st  Congress 
legislation  unfinished  this  year  will  never  become  law  unless  it  is  re-introduced  in  the  b2nd 
Congress  and  the  whole  legislative  process  is  started  again, 

j  THE  82ND  CONGRESS  MUST  CARRY  ON 

^  The  fate  of  unfinished  legislation,  therefore,  depends  in  part  on  the  attitudes  of  the  men 
who  will  be  elected  in  November  to  the  82nd  Congress,  and  who  will  support  or  oppose,  en¬ 
courage  or  impede  action  on  some  of  these  same  issues  as  well  as  on  new  ones.  The  F  C  N  L 
staff  is  currently  at  work  on  the  preparation  of  a  voting  record  of  the  81st  Congress  to  help 
you  determine  the  position  on  key  Issues  of  Congressmen  idio  have  served  In  the  Congress  and 
who  are  seeking  re-election.  There  are  many  new  candidates  for  Congress  whose  record  will 
be  best  known  to  their  own  communities. 

Do  you  know  who  the  candidates  are  in  your  Congressional  district?  In  your  state?  Do  you 
know  where  they  stand?  Do  they  know  what  kind  of  representation  you  want  in  Washington? 

Will  you  arrange  for  yourself,  your  civic  association,  your  church  to  meet  your  future 
Washington  representative  before  he  becomes  entangled  in  the  V/ashington  rush  and  pressure? 
November  7  is  Election  Day,  and  the  men  elected  this  fall  will  serve  in  the  development  of 
national  policy  during  the  next  two  crucial  years, 

THE  LEGACY  OF  THE  81ST  CONGRESS 

As  Blair  Holies  of  the  Foreign  Policy  Association  pointed  out  to  the  AFSC-FCNL  19h9 
Washington  Seminar  on  Foreign  Policy,  the  United  States  has  never  really  chosen  between  a 
foreign  policy  based  on  military  strategy  for  containing  communism  physically  and  a  policy 
of  fully  supported  international  cooperation,  Chir  split  international  personality  became 
•pparent  at  the  time  the  Truman  Doctrine  was  proclaimed  (19U7)  and  became  acute  on  June  27, 

1950  Tirtien  President  Truman  in  a  single  statement  siQDported  the  United  Nations  Security  Council 
resolution  calling  for  armed  assistance  in  Korea  by  offering  United  States  troops  to  the  UN, 
«nd  at  the  same  time  ordered  the  United  States  Seventh  Fleet  to  the  Formosan  straits  to 
protect  the  Chinese  Communists  and  Nationalists  from  each  other.  He  also  ordered  United  States 
silitary  assistance  to  Indo-China  and  the  Philippines.  The  public  record  does  not  indicate 
that  we  sought  then  or  that  we  could  get  United  Nations  approval  for  these  actions. 

Thus  on  the  one  handin  relation  to  the  U  N  we  have  a  record  in  Congress  of  a  $53,753,067 
contribution  to  the  U  N  and  specialized  agencies;  $3U,5  million  for  technical  assistance; 

U5  million  for  United  Nations  Children's  Fund;  $27  million  for  United  Nations  Relief  for 
Palestine  Refugees;  uncompleted  action  to  raise  United  States  contribution  to  five  inter¬ 
national  agencies  by  a  total  of  $2,653)000;  failure  to  ratify  the  U  N  Genocide  Convention; 
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and  no  indication  of  United  States  willingness  to  participate  in  the  International  Trade 
Organization.  On  the  other  hand,  we  find  $1.2  million  for  a  Military  Assistance  Program, 
about  $15  billion  a  year  for  our  regular  military  expenditures,  an  annual  $1  billion  for  the 
development  of  Atomic  Energy,  an  extended  Selective  Service  Act,  involving  about  $10  million 
at  least,  to  provide  military  manpower,  and  a  special  request  for  $10  billion  military  funds. 

The  money  totals  do  not  balance  -  $130.2  million  t  $28  billion  -  but  our  present  predicament 
indicates  the  total  result.  Our  military  COTimitments  are  extending  rapidly  over  vast  areas 
where  it  seems  unlikely  we  could  meet  them  if  challenged,  and  at  the  same  time  our  political 
actions  serve  to  increase  the  likelihood  that  the  challenge  will  come. 

We  should  perhaps  add  to  the  $130,2  million  a  large  quantity  of  professions  of  faith  in  the 
United  Nations,  public  statements  of  our  determination  to  observe  the  United  Nations  Charter, 
and  some  of  the  ECA  money  which,  though  spent  unilaterally,  has  met  an  international  need. 

But  on  the  $28  billion  side  we  must  then  add  the  ever-increasing  limitations  on  the  right  to 
speak,  to  associate  fteely,  and  even  to  seek  learning  as  one  wishes.  These  we  are  also 
paying  in  order  to  have  "security**. 

The  following  sxmnary  includes  most  of  the  significant  action  in  the  8lst  Congress. 

««««««««««« 

THE  UNITED  NATIONS 

Point  Fourt  First  hearings  on  the  '*bold  new  program**  of  technical  assistance  and  economic 
development  for  the  underdeveloped  areas  of  the  world  were 'held  by  the  House 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  in  October  19U9*  The  House  approved  $35  million  for  this  pro¬ 
gram  and  the  Senate  Appropriations  Committee  finally  granted  $3U,5  million.  Meanwhile,  at 
the  United  Nations  Technical  Assistance  Conference  meeting  at  Lake  Success  on  June  12,  the 
United  States  pledged  $12  million  of  any  amount  appropriated  to  a  United  Nations  program. 

On  July  12,  1950  the  House  approved  H.R.  8083,  a  bill  to  guarantee  cert2dn  foreign  invest¬ 
ments  by  American  businessmen.  This  is  considered  the  first  step  in  the  investment  program 
which  must  accon^any  the  exchange  of  technical  skills  and  information.  Under  this  bill  the 
investor  shall  pay  '*an  appropriate  fee"  and  his  investments  are  guaranteed  against  losses 
throu^  expropriation  or  restricted  conversion  of  foreign  currency  into  U.S.  dollars.  It 
is  hoped  this  will  prove  to  be  an  inducement  to  investment  abroad.  To  many  it  seems  unlikely 
that  private  capital  will  take  up  with  enthusiasm  non-profit  programs  of  roads,  schools,  and 
health  facilities  so  desperately  needed  in  many  areas.  However,  the  extent  to  idiich  public 
funds  should  be  used  to  meet  these  needs,  and  the  most  effective  channels  for  the  use  of  such 
funds  are  still  matters  to  be  determined. 

(See  "Bold  New  Program  Series",  published  by  the  Public  Affairs  Institute,  312  Pennsylvania 
Avenue,  S.E.,  Washington,  D,  C.  for  additional  material.  8  pamphlet  studies  cost  $2.50) 

Aid  to  Palestine  Refugees:  During  the  2nd  session,  the  Congress  authorized  a  United  States 

contribution  of  $27,U50,000  to  the  United  Nations  Relief  for 
Palestine  Refugees  program.  This  program  includes  relief  operation  and  self-help  work  pro¬ 
jects  as  proposed  by  the  U  N  Mission  headed  by  Gordon  Clapp  in  November,  19U9*  The  United 
States  contribution  represents  half  the  amount  required  for  the  total  program;  other  U  N 
members  have  been  asked  to  contribute  the  rest. 

At  this  writing  it  appears  certain  that  the  Congress  will  appropriate  the  full  amount.  The 
1st  session  appropriated  $16  million  to  an  earlier  part  of  the  Palestine  Program, (Public  Law ! 

International  public  Law  535 >  approved  June  5>  1950,  authorizes  $15  million  fo 
dhilciren* s  Emergency  Fundt  international  children* s  welfare  work  -  as  a  contribution  to 

UNICEF  or  any  United  Nations  children* s  agency.  It  is  hoped 
that  a  more  permanent  child  welfare  agency  than  the  International  Children*  s  Emergency  Fund 
will  be  established.  However,  UNICEF  is  still  carrying  on  supplementary  feeding  cind  food 
distribution  which,  since  19U6,  has  provided  assistance  for  over  6  million  children  and 
nursing  mothers. 
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Unfinished  Legislation 

United  States  Contributions  On  June  22,  1950,  by  a  vote  of  209  -  91  the  House  passed 
to  Intemationai  Agencies!  H.J.Res.  33U  which  raises  the  dollar  limit  by  2^  million .on 

United  States  contributions  to  five  international  agencies  - 
the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  of  the  United  Nations,  the  American  Institute  for 
the  Protection  of  Childhood,  the  South  Pacific  Commission,  the  World  Health  Organization, 
and  the  International  Labor  Organization.  This  bill  has  yet  to  be  acted  on  by  the  Senate 
Foreign  Relations  Committee  and  the  Senate. 


United  States  Participation  in  H.J.Res.  236  providing  for  United  States  participation 
Intemaiional  ^ade  6rganizationt  in  the  Intemationai  Trade  Organization  was  introduced  on 

May  3>  19U9,  by  Congressman  John  Kee,  W.  Va.,  Chairman  of 
the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee.  Hearings  were  held  in  May,  1950,  but  no  further  action 
has  been  taken  or  is  conten^lated  this  session. 

United  States  Ratification  A  sub-Coramittee  of  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  held 
of  U  N  Genocide  Coirveniion;  hearings  in  January,  1950,  on  United  States  ratification  of  the 

"  U  N  Genocide  Convention  which  wovild  outlaw  the  deliberate  sys¬ 
tematic  extermination  of  national,  religious,  recial  and  ethnic  gro\;q>s.  It  has  been  ratified 
by  11;  countries;  20  ratifications  are  required  for  it  to  become  effective.  The  sub-Committee 
reported  favorably  to  the  full  Foreign  Relations  Committee  on  April  12.  No  further  action 
has  been  taken.  A  2/3  vote  of  the  Senate,  but  no  House  action  is  required  for  treaties. 

WORLD  FEDERATION 

H»  Con.  Res.  6l;t  This  resolution  which  would  establish  as  the  goal  of  United  States  foreign 
policy  a  federated  world  government  with  limited  powers  was  discussed  along 
with  other  related  proposals  before  the  House  Conmittee  on  Foreign  Affairs  in  October,  19U9. 
115  members  of  the  House  are  recorded  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

S.  Con.  Res.  56i  A  sub-Committee  of  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  under  the  chair¬ 
manship  of  Senator  Elbert  Thomas  of  Utah  held  hearings  in  January,  February 
and  May  on  a  resolution  identical  to  the  one  above  and  on  other  proposals  for  revision  of 
the  UN.  No  report  has  been  issued.  22  Senators  have  sponsored  this  resolution.  7  other 
resolutions  on  World  Federation,  Atlantic  Union,  etc.,  were  considered. 

DISARMAMENT  AND  CONTROL  OF  ATOMIC  ENERGY 

During  the  first  week  of  February,  1950,  two  Senators  spoke  on  the  need  for  a  program  of 
security  other  than  the  existing  armaments  race.  Both  Senator  Millard  Tydings,  Maryland, 
and  Senator  Brien  McMahon,  Connecticut,  made  iii^)ressive  speeches  right  after  President 
Truman* s  January  31  announcement  of  the  United  States  intention  to  produce  a  hydrogen  bomb, 
and  both  introduced  legislation  emboyding  their  ideas. 

S.  Res.  226  and  S.  Res.  236i  These  resolutions  offered  by  Senator  Millard  Tydings,  Chairman 
~  of  the  Senate  Armed  Services  Committee,  ask  that  a  conference 

be  called  to  effect  agreement  on  disarmament  down  to  "such  limited  forces  and  limited 
arms  as  are  needed  to  keep  lawand  order  within  each  country**,  and  to  guarantee  such  dis¬ 
armament  by  adequate  intemationai  inspection.  S.  Res.  226  asked  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  call  the  conference;  S.  Res.  236  requested  the  United  Nations  to  initiate  the 
action.  No  hearings  or  Congressional  discussion  have  been  held  on  these  proposals. 

S.  Con.  Res.  9U>  Introduced  on  June  6,  1950  and  sponsored  by  Senators  Brien  McMahon,  Conn.; 

Warren  Magnuson,  Wash.;  J.  Wm.  Fulbri^t,  Ark.;  Wayne  Morse,  Ore.;  John 
Sparkman,  Ala.;  Guy  Gillette,  Iowa;  Robert  Hendrickson,  N.J.;  and  by  Congressmen  Henry  Jack- 
son,  Wash.;  Charles  Eaton,  N.J.;  Sterling  Cole,  N.Y.;  and  Melvin  Price,  Ill. 

Thiis  resolution  would  put  on  the  United  States  the  responsibility  for  requesting  a  special 
session  of  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly  "for  the  single  purpose  of  stopping  the 
armaments  race."  In  this  procedure  the  United  States  would  offer  "as  tangible  evidence  of 
its  good  faith.  .  .to  appropriate  and  to  make  available  to  the  U  N  all  sums  itiich  would 
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otherwise  have  been  spent  upon  weapons  for  a  period  of  five  years”  for  a  program  of  inter¬ 
national  economic  development,  including  the  peaceful  uses  of  atcmiic  energy  and  technical 
assistance.  This  resolution  also  called  for  an  adequate  system  of  inspection  and  enforce¬ 
ment  provisions. 

Both  these  proposals  have  been  legislatively  lost  in  the  scramble  over  foreign  policy  and 
the  pressure  for  unanimous  support  of  the  military  policy  action  in  Korea.  However,  the 
need  for  a  constructive  approach  in  other  parts  of  the  same  troubled  area  should  serve  to 
keep  alive  efforts  for  re-introduction  and  consideration  of  these  proposals. 


Mutual  Defense  Assistance!  As  an  integral  part  of  the  military-containment-of-coramunism  poiic 
'  which  the  United  States  has  thus  far  pursued,  the  81st  Congress 

ratified  the  North  Atlantic  Treaty  and  has  twice  enacted  military  assistance  programs. 

1st  Session,  Public  Law  329  $l,311i,101,(XX) 

2nd  Session  1,222,500, OCX) 

In  addition  to  these,  on  July  19,  1950  fdien  President  Truman  called  for  an  additional  $10 
billion  for  the  needs  of  our  own  armed  forces,  he  also  commented,  ^Additional  assistance 
may  also  be  needed  to  increase  the  strength  of  certain  other  free  nations  whose  security  is 
vital  to  our  own.” 


Atomic  Energy!  No  national  legislation  relating  to  Atomic  Energy  Control  has  been  enacted 
this  session,  althou^  appropriations  for  the  U.S.  Atomic  Energy  Commission, 
approved  by  the  House  and  recommended  by  the  Senate  Appropriations  Committee  amounted  to 
$1,027 >055> 000  (including  contract  authority).  On  July  7j  President  Truman  requested  an 
additional  $27  million  for  work  on  the  hydrogen  bomb. 


MILITARIZATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

Extension  of  Selective  Service*  (Public  Law  599)  Final  vote  on  draft  extension  came  on  June 

27.  Only  U  Congressmen  and  no  Senators  opposed  this  extensia 
In  its  final  form  the  bill  extends  for  one  year  the  registration  and  classification  machinery, 
but  depends  on  another  act  of  Congress  or  a  declaration  of  "national  emergency”  by  the  Pres¬ 
ident  to  start  inductions.  The  President  is  empowered  to  call  the  Reserves  and  the  National 
Guard  to  active  duty  for  21  months.  Both  these  provisions  have  been  used  since  the  law  was 
enacted.  Provisions  for  conscientious  objectors  remain  unchanged  from  the  19U8  Act. 


Military  Appropriations*  The  regular  appropriations  for  the  Defense  Department  amount  to 

$lU, 580, 366, 821.  At  least  $10.5  billion  will  be  added  to  this  as 
a  result  of  the  Korean  action. 


Civil  Defense  -  Mobilization*  In  spite  of  hearings  and  requests  fi’om  citizens  for  national 

action  on  civil  defense  before  both  the  Joint  Congressional 
Committee  on  Atomic  Energy  and  the  Senate  Armed  Services  Committee,  no  national  legislative 
proposal  for  civil  defense  and  mobilization  of  community  resources  has  been  made.  The  Joint 
Comnd-ttee  on  Atomic  Energy  reported  on  March  8  that  17  states  had  some  kind  of  civil  defense 
legislation.  Most  of  the  •present  planning  is  now  being  done  by  the  National  Security  Resourc*i 
Board. 


U  M  T*  Universal  Military  Training  has  not  received  any  Congressional  attention  in  the  81st 
Congress.  However,  on  July  23 >  1950  the  American  Legion  announced  it  was  abandoning 
most  of  its  other  legislative  work  in  order  to  concentrate  on  preparation  for  national  sec¬ 
urity  throu^  UMT.  It  was  reported  at  the  same  time  that  the  Department  of  Defense  was  re¬ 
viewing  the  old  UMT  bill  in  relation  to  the  present  draft  and  manpower  needs. 


RECOVERY  AND  RELIEF 


In  addition  to  money  appropriated  to  the  U  N  for  its  relief  work  in  Palestine,  to  the  Inter¬ 
national  Refugee  organization,  and  to  the  U  N  Children's  Fund,  Congress  also  authorized  the 
following  unilateral  programs. 
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onomic  Cooperation  Administration:  After  extensive  hearings  and  searching  inquiry  into  the 
■  use  of  United  States  funds  as  well  as  progress  in 

iropean  recovery,  the  Congress  authorized  $2,850,CXX),000  for  continued  support  of  the  Marshall 
Lan  until  June  21,  1951. 

W  first  session  of  the  81st  Congress  authorized  $3 >778,380,000,  including  loan  authorization 
)r  EGA.  It  was  intended  that  EGA  conclude  its  operations  by  1952* 

1  addition  to  this  European  economic  assistance,  the  8lst  Congress  authorized  economic  aid 


the  following  areas: 


To  Greece  and  Turkey 
To  Korea 

Government  and  Relief  in 
Occupied  Areas 

Department  of  Defense 
State  (Germany) 


1950 

$li5  million 
$110  million 


$912.5  million 


$9^  miTlion 


$288  million 
$  27  million 


>int  Four:  Of  the  $3U.5  million  appropriated  by  the  Congress  for  the  beginning  of  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  technical  assistance  to  underdeveloped  areas,  $12  million  is  pledged  to 
U  N  program,  and  $8.1  million  will  support  United  States  programs  already  organized  and 
lerating,  particularly  in  Latin  America.  $1U.U  million  is  available  for  a  new  U.S.  program 
I  help  provide  technical  skills  and  education  through  bi-lateral  arrangements  -  the  U.S. 
th  another  country  requesting  aid.  The  administration  of  the  U.S.  program  has  been  placed 
i  the  Department  of  State. 

yicultural  Surpluses:  Encouraged  in  the  Statement  on  Legislative  Policy  for  1950  to  support 

"vigorous  efforts  to  utilize  our  surpluses  of  food  and  fiber  to  al- 
viate  world  hunger  and  distress",  the  FCNL  sought  opportunity  to  discuss  the  problem  of 
ricultural  surpluses  and  to  get  legislative  action. 

presentative  John  W.  Heselton,  Massachusetts,  introduced  H.R.  7907  which  would  have  author¬ 
ed  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  and  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  (urtiich  owns  the  stored 
rpluses)  to  make  surplus  commodities  available  to  various  public  and  private  relief  and  wel- 
re  agencies  for  use  inside  and  outside  the  U.S.  at  no  cost  at  point  of  use  within  the 
ited  States  or  at  shipside  at  port  of  embarkation.  No  action  was  taken. 

June  6,  1950,  Senator  George  D.  Aiken  of  Vermont  made  almost  the  same  proposal  to  the 

Iaate  which  rejected  it,  37  -  20.  However  the  problem  of  the  disposal  of  iurplus  conmod- 
ies  remains  a  serious  one,  and  on  July  2h  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Charles  Brannan  appeared 
fore  the  House  Coinnittee  on  Agriculture  as  the  first  witness  in  a  new  series  of  hearings, 
pte:  Copies  of  the  summary  of  an  A  F  S  C-F  C  N  L  sponsored  seminar  in  Washington  during 
pniary,  1950,  entitled,  "American  Surpluses  in  a  Hungry  World"  are  still  available  from 
k  F  C  N  L  at  25/  each.) 


WORLD  TRADE 


Iprocal  Trade  Agreements:  The  first  session,  8lst  Congress,  passed  Public  Law  307 > 

extending  the  Reciprocal  Trade  Program  to  June,  1953. 

ernational  Wheat  Agreement:  During  the  first  session  the  Senate  ratified  a  treaty  irtiich 

provided  for  U.S.  participation  in  a  four-year  international 
eement  relating  to  the  sale  and  purchase  of  wheat.  This  treaty  grew  out  of  previous  action 
the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  of  the  United  Nations. 

(See  Section  on  United  Nations  for  U.S.  participation  in  ITO.) 

IMMIGRATION,  DISPLACED  PERSONS,  REFUGEES 

adments  to  the  Displaced  Persons  Act:  Public  Law  555  raised  that  total  number  of  Dis¬ 
placed  Persons  to  be  admitted  frcmi  205  >000  to 
The  new  provisions  for  persons  of  German  ethnic  origin  did  not  increase  the  total 
to  be  admitted,  but  charged  members  of  the  "expellee"  groiq>  irtio  have  other  than 
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German  and  Austrian  nationality  to  their  o*n  national  quotas.  The  new  bill  wrote  in  more 
extensive  provisions  for  investigation  of  political  philosophies  and  association. 

H.J.Res.  2381  Approved  by  the  House,  June  6,  19Uy,  passed  by  the  Senate  June  8,  195u,  but 

with  an  amendment  by  Senator  Richard  Russell  of  Georgia  so  that  at  this  writia 
the  bill  is  in  House-Senate  Conference.  As  passed  by  the  Senate,  it  would  extend  natural¬ 
ization  privileges  only  to  Japanese  aliens  legally  resident  in  the  United  States  and  Hawaii 
since  192U*  The  House  version  included  other  Asian  groups.  It  is  hoped  that  the  final  coo- 
promise  will  include  at  least  Japanese  aliens  and  Koreans. 

To  Tacilitate  Deportation  of  Aliens 1  There  are  approximately  3500  aliens  in  the  United 
-  States  who,  for  reasons  of  health,  financial  difficul¬ 
ty,  certain  peculiar  legal  difficulties,  and  some  for  criminal  acts  or  undesirable  charac¬ 
teristics  are  all  subject  to  deportation.  Under  the  present  law,  the  Immigration  and  Natur¬ 
alization  Service  may  detain  then  for  six  months,  but  if  deportation  procedures  require  more 
time  they  must  be  released  on  bond.  Of  the  350U,  an  estimated  lUO  are  subversive  according 
to  standards  used  by  the  Department  of  Justice. 

H.  R.  10,  passed  by  a  326-15  vote  in  the  House  on  July  17 >  1950,  would  grant  the  Attorney 
General  the  power  to  detain  indefinitely  —  in  jail  or  "under  surveillance"  —  any  of  these 
3500  lor  wnom  a  place  in  another  country  cannot  be  found.  H.R.  10  also  includes  authority 
for  the  Attorney  General  to  deport  aliens  to  ary  country  idiich  will  take  them,  without  re¬ 
gard  for  their  birth,  citizenship,  or  last  residence.  A  similar  bill  was  passed  by  the 
House  in  1939,  but  rejected  by  the  Senate.  H.  R.  lU  is  before  the  Senate  Judiciary  Committei 
as  this  is  written. 

Revision  of  Immigration  Code*  On  April  20,  1950,  Senator  Pat  McCarran,  Nevada,  introduced 

S.  3h55,  embodying  extensive  revisions  for  our  immigration, 
deportation,  naturalization  and  expatriation  laws.  Action  this  session  seems  unlikely. 

Cultural  Exchange 

U.  S.  Information  and  The  Department  of  State  received  $32  million  to  continue  its  Voice 
Education  Overseas;  of  America  and  other  information  services  overseas,  as  well  as  for 

some  exchange  of  persons.  I 
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However,  early  in  July,  1950,  pressed  by  the  urgency  of  the  Far  Eastern  situation,  the  Sen¬ 
ate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  held  hearings  on  S.  Res,  2U3>  sponsored  by  Senator  William 
Benton  of  Connecticut  and  12  others.  This  resolution  did  not  call  for  a  specific  amount  of  , 
money,  but  did  emphasize  the  need  for  an  expanded  program  of  student  exchange.  At  the  same 
time.  President  Truman  asked  Congress  for  $89  million  for  a  "campaign  of  truth",  although  '' 
he  did  not  specify  how  it  would  be  spent. 


C.  0.  Frozen  Fund  to  C  A  R  E  Book  Program*  On  March  1,  1950,  the  House  defeated  265-102  a 

bill  which  would  have  authorized  an  appropriation 
of  $1,2  million  to  the  CARE  book  program  for  libraries  overseas.  The  money  was  earned 
by  conscientious  objectors  during  World  War  II,  and  now  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Spates, 
However,  on  June  8,  the  Senate  passed  S,  2U96,  an  identical  b  ill,  and  the  Senate  version 
went  to  the  House  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  for  reconsideration.  Further  action  this 
session  is  not  likely. 
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Aid  to  Education: 


WELFARE,  EDUCATION  AND  SOCIAL  SECURITY 

- -  s.  2U6,  a  bill  to  provide  #300  railUon  i, 

federal  fund  for  assistance  to  states  to  be  used  in  equalizing  education^ 

M  secondary  schools.  This  money  would  be  used  as  the  states  ^ 

OT  U^ch  lH^  Sso!'  rejected  by  the  House  Education  and  Labor  Coamittee,  12 


^ool'^s^^Son  ««thorising  #600  million  for  assistance  in 

schMl  const^ction,  and  the  same  committee  considered  but  did  not  act  on  another  bill 

providing  $300  million  for  teachers*  salaries.  S,  11*11  passed  by  the  Senate  in  AprU,  19U9 
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authorizing  $35  million  for  ijnproving  school  health  services,  got  no  farther. 

Healths  Early  in  the  8lst  Congress  a  health  insurance  bill,  S.  1679 >  presented  for  the 
-  Administration  by  Senators  Elbert  Thomas,  Utah,  James  Murray,  Montana,  Claude 

Pepper,  Florida,  Dennis  Chavez,  New  Mexico,  Glen  Taylor,  Idaho,  and  Hubert  Humphrey,  Minne¬ 
sota.  It  provides  for  a  comprehensive  system  of  prepaid  medical  care  insurance,  financed 
chiefly  by  employer  and  en?>loyee  contribution*,  and  covering  medical,  dental,  and  hospital 
care  as  well  as  laboratory  tests,  drugs,  and  eye  glasses*  Hearings  on  this  bill  were  held 
in  19U9  by  the  Senate  Labor  and  Public  Welfare  Committee,  but  no  action  was  taken* 

The  same  committee  held  hearings  in  May,  1950,  but  has  not  reported  on  S*  i805  which  would 
provide  $25  million  a  year  in  loans  to  cooperative  and  non-profit  health  insurance  groups 
for  medical  facilities,  S*  1970,  sponsored  by  Senators  Ives  of  New  York  and  Flanders  of 
Vermont,  H*  R*  U9l8  and  identical  bills  sponsored  by  Congressmen  Herter,  Mass*,  Javits,  N*Y., 
Clifford  Case,  N*J*,  Nixon,  California,  Morton,  Kentucky,  Fulton,  Pennsylvania,  and  Hale, 
Maine,  make  provision  for  the  cost  of  the  program  to  be  shared  by  individuals  according 
to  ability  to  pay,  and  by  state  and  local  governments*  The  bills  also  c  all  for  an  all-in¬ 
clusive  program  of  medical  care  based  on  voluntary  health  plans* 

On  May  12,  1950,  the  Senate  approved  a  resolution  (S*Res*  273),  introduced  by  Senator 
Elbert  Thomas,  Utah,  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Labor  and  Public  Welfare  Committee*  This  reso¬ 
lution  calls  for  a  study  of  existing  health  insurance  plans* 

Social  Security I  On  August  1  the  Conference  Report  on  the  Social  Security  Amendments 

(H*R*  6000)  was  scheduled  for  consideration  by  Congress*  Approximately 
hS  million  workers  will  be  covered  in  the  revised  program — an  increase  of  10  million* 

Retirement  and  survivor's  benefits  will  be  larger  and  the  additional  funds  to  meet  the  in¬ 
crease  will  come  from  taxing  employer  and  employee  at  the  present  rate  (1*5^)  but  on  the 
first  $3600  earned,  not  just  $3000* 

If  non-profit  agencies  agree  to  coverage  for  their  workers,  and  if  two-thirds  of  the  workers 
vote  for  it,  they  may  participate*  Other  extensions  of  coverage  include  some  "self-employed" 
and  some  farm  and  domestic  workers* 

GOVERNMENT  REORGANIZATION 

Of  35  plans  based  on  the  Hoover  Commission  Report,  27  have  been  put  into  effect  and  8  have 
been  rejected*  Many  of  these  reorganizations  plans  are  highly  technical  in  nature,  but 
those  dealing  with  the  creation  of  a  cabinet-level  Department  of  Health,  Education  and  Se¬ 
curity  have  been  widely  discussed*  The  House  passed  a  disapproving  resolution  on  this 
plan  as  it  was  presented  by  President  Truman  in  July,  1950* 

It  should  also  be  pointed  out  that  many  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Hoover  Comnission  will 
have  to  be  effected  through  other  legislation  than  Presidential  Plan*  One  proposal  has  al¬ 
ready  become  part  of  the  Unification  Act  for  the  Defense  Department  and  specific  legislation 
has  been  proposed  for  the  improvement  of  the  Post  Office  service* 

CIVIL  LIBERTIES 

Loyaltyt  Most  of  the  restrictive  action  which  has  been  taken  in  the  effort  to  determine 

loyalty  of  government  en^jloyees  and  extending  the  investigation  process  into  other 
&reas  has  not  been  direct  legislative  action*  The  1950  Independent  Offices  Appropriation 
included  the  0*  Mahoney  Rider  which  required  all  idio  applied  for  fellowships  under  the  Atomic 
Energy  Commission  program  to  b  e  investigated  by  the  FBI,  without  regard  to  whether  their 
work  would  be  secret  or  not*  The  House  appropriated  $150,000  for  the  work  of  its  Un-American 
Activities  Committee,  and  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  asked  for  and  received  $57 *U 
iillion — compared  to  $6  million  in  1939*  The  Displaced  Persons  Act  now  included  a  provision 
relating  to  political  philosophy  irtiich  will  require  additional  Investigation  for  refugees. 
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H.  R.  7595  and  S.  23il,  similar  bills  sponsored  in  the  House  by  Representative  Richard 
Nixon,  California,  and  in  the  Senate  by  Senators  Karl  Mundt,  N,  Dak.,  Homer  Ferguson,  Mich.,| 
and  Olin  Johnston,  S.  Cau*.,  were  considered  by  Committees  in  both  Houses,  These  bills 
would  require  the  registration  of  organizations  which  meet  criteria  set  forth  in  the  bills 
for  ’’Communist  Political”  or  "Communist  Front”  organizations.  Some  action  may  be  taken 
in  these  last  days. 

On  July  12,  195u,  the  House  voted  327-lU  to  give  the  power  of  “summary  dismissal”  to  the 
heads  of  the  Departments  of  State,  Defense,  Army,  Navy,  Air  ^'orce.  Treasury,  Justice,  Atomic | 
Energy  Commission,  National  Security  Resources  Board,  auid  the  National  Advisory  Committee 
for  Aeronautics.  Employees  thus  dismissed  “in  the  interests  of  national  security”  will  have] 
no  recourse  to  a  review  board,  no  right  to  appeal.  One  motion  to  permit  the  right  of  appeal] 
to  the  Civil  Service  Board  was  rejected,  lUU-193. 

Fair  Employment  Practices  Commission;  On  Februairy  23,  1950,  the  House  passed  a  bill  (H.R. 

Ui53)  which  would  establish  an  educational  federal 
Fair  Employment  Practices  Commission  with  powers  t  o  investigate  discrimination.  This  was 
passed  after  the  House  had  rejected  a  proposal  to  outlaw  discrimination  in  en5)loyment  and 
to  establish  a  commission  with  enforcement  powers.  The  bill  was  placed  on  the  Senate 
calendar  on  two  occasions,  but  was  not  acted  upon. 

Cloture :  On  March  17,  19U9>  the  Senate  amended  its  rules  to  state  that  when  6U  Senators 
vote  to  end  debate,  cloture  can  be  applied.  Cloture  is  the  “closing  off”  of 
debate,  and  applies  to  filibusters  on  any  issue.  However,  at  this  point,  it  relates  pri¬ 
marily  to  civil  rights  legislation,  and  two  attempts  have  been  made  to  limit  in  advance 
discussion  of  F  E  P  C  (see  above)  so  that  a  vote  could  be  taken.  Cloture  does  not  mean 
there  is  no  debate  on  the  issue;  it  implies  limited  debate. 

On  July  12,  1950,  only  55  Senators  voted  for  cloture  on  F  E  P  C  and  the  legislation  was  then 
considered  dead  for  this  session. 


Anti-  Poll  Taxj 


H.  R.  3l9y  which  would  make  illegal  the  requirement  of  poll  tax  for  voting 
was  passed  by  the  House  on  July  26,  19U9  and  was  not  acted  on  by  the  Senate, 


This  is  the  fifth  time  the  House  has  passed  similar  legislation. 

Statehood  for  Alaska  and  Hawaii;  Although  the  situation  in  the  Pacific  has  brought  these 

territories  to  the  attention  of  Congress  and  the  world, 
there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  real  hope  of  action  by  Congress  this  session. 
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